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bathing and other festivals, in addition to the special
shrine which has drawn the visitors there, are temporary
ones, with their image and attendant priests. These
men call the attention of the passers-by and promise
all kinds of good to the liberal, and threaten evil to the
niggardly. Fearing lest the anger of one god may
hinder them from obtaining the very blessing they had
come to seek from another, the people give. The divine
creditors are so numerous that it seems to be more than
a life's work to get out of debt. Shrine after shrine is
visited and work after work is done ; and yet the fear
remains that some deity has been neglected who at
any moment may demand his rights, or punish for
neglect.

Another noticeable feature of Hindu worship is the
way in which each deity is addressed as superior to the
rest. Brahma, Vishnu, Siva, Krishna, Sakti, each, in
turn, is regarded as the Supreme, and the others are
said to have sprung from, or are manifestations of the
one being adored. In like manner, bathing, giving,
hearing the Scriptures, penance, pilgrimage, is regarded
for the moment as the way of salvation. The mind
becomes bewildered. There are so many deities, and
are so different in character, that almost any habit can
be indulged in, almost any vice committed, under the
impression that it is pleasing to one or other. Is a man
inclined to drink spirits, use bhang, or opium? He
can do this as an act pleasing to Siva. Does he wish
to eat flesh? This can be done as part of the worship
of Kali. Is he lustful ? He has an example in Krishna,
Is he fond of travel? He can go on pilgrimage.

An eminent Bengali Christian expresses himself on
this subject as follows : " So grossly have the pernicious
practices, ceremoniously observed in the country, blunted